
We recently posted a YouTube video 
responding to a current amplification 
of attacks against the legitimacy of 
Vatican II and the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal. Although our main mission 
is not to promulgate Vatican II or the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, we 
have been immensely blessed by both 
and believe that both have important 
things to contribute to authentic re-
newal of the Church. You can view 
the video at bit.ly/V2CCR. An excellent 
follow-up video by Dr. Mary Healy on 
the gift of tongues is at bit.ly/healyRM. 
A summary of the first video starts 
on page three of this newsletter. The 
contributing panel includes Dr. Healy, 
Peter Herbeck, Pete Burak, and myself.

I also want to let you know that I 
have completed a new book that 
is very different from anything 
I’ve done before. It’s a memoir! 
As I’ve shared parts of my testimony 
over the years, people have often said 
they would like to hear the whole story. 
Then, Dr. Scott Hahn made the same 
suggestion. He is president of Emmaus 
Road Publications, which published 
two of my previous major books, The 
Fulfillment of All Desire and A Church 
in Crisis. After months of prayer, re-
flection, and consultation with trusted 
friends, I decided to move forward 
with the idea. The ideas flowed smooth-
ly, and I found it one of the most enjoy-
able books I’ve ever written. It includes 
a lot of human detail, as well as what I 
have experienced as profound spiritual 
insight from the Lord over the years. It 
also contains plenty of conflict, disap-
pointments, and struggles. I hope the 
book is helpful to anyone who reads it.

I am especially grateful for the book’s 
excellent endorsements, which are on 
page two of this newsletter. What Fr. 
Mike Schmitz says is truly amazing!

Dear Fellow Disciples,

The book—titled A Life in the 
Spirit—will ship on Sept. 5, but 
presale orders are live now! Both 
hardcover and softcover versions 
are available. Check out our 
website or the reply card to this 
newsletter to order your signed 
copy now!
As a presale bonus, I will sign every 
copy sold through Renewal Ministries 
before Sept. 1. I also will say a prayer 
for each recipient. Our team is excited 
about the book and wants to get it in as 
many hands as possible! It’s amazing to 
reflect on the fruit borne through God’s 
work in my life; it’s equally amazing 
to reflect on the fruit He wants to bear 
through each of our lives. It was very 
moving to remember all the Lord has 
done in my life and how much of it in-
volves you. You are all part of this story.

Your brother in Christ,

Ralph
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 ENDORSEMENTS

A Life in the Spirit chronicles Ralph Mar-
tin’s journey from the early days of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal to becom-
ing one of the most courageous voices 
defending the truth of the Gospel dur-
ing an age of dissension and disbelief. 
Ralph shares his initial radical commit-
ment to Christ and, as that commitment 
deepened, how he entered more fully 
into the spiritual tradition of the Church 
and advanced theological studies that 
grounded his work of fundamental 
Catholic renewal within the solid tradi-
tion of Catholic teaching. 
This book recounts Martin’s struggles 
through obstacles and opposition, as 
well as beautiful reflections on family 
life and remarkable experiences with 
the likes of Pope St. John Paul II, Mother 
Angelica, and many others. 

PRE-ORDER BY SEPTEMBER 1st

to receive a signed copy of the book. 
(Books will begin shipping Sept. 5th)

ORDER ONLINE:
www.renewalministries.net/shop

NEW BOOK FROM
RALPH MARTIN

Order before September 1st 
to receive a signed copy!

“Ralph Martin’s teachings have had 
a profound impact on my life and my 
thought. The Church has a lot to be 
grateful for in the way that Martin 
has consistently and passionately pre-
sented the faith for so many years. Not 
only has his teaching been intellectu-
ally powerful, but the moral authority 
with which he teaches is born of a life 
of integrity and transformation by the 
Spirit. It is a gift to read more about 
his life and ministry. A Life in the Spirit 
provides an insight into Martin’s life, 
but even more into the way God can 
work in the life of someone so fully 
surrendered to the will of God.”

// Fr. Mike Schmitz, host of The 
Bible in a Year podcast

“This sincere and humble memoir 
reads like an omnibus on the unwav-
ering manner in which a man infused 
by the Spirit does his best to serve 
God for the entirety of his life. As you 
read, you might see Martin emerge as 
I did: as one on fire to serve God and 
willing to suffer, endure persecution 
and lonely nights, to travel the world 
to proclaim Christ—not unlike St 
Paul. When Martin was flooded by 
the furnace of God’s love and light in 
the 1960s, he could not have known 
that that same love and light would 
move into numberless millions of 
souls because of his holy, apostolic, 
and prophetic work.”

// Kevin Wells, speaker and author 
of The Hermit: The Priest Who Saved a 
Soul, a Marriage, and a Family

“A remarkable account of an ordi-
nary life that became extraordinary 
by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
and a radical, ongoing personal yes 
to the Spirit’s leadings. Ralph Martin 
is known worldwide for his many 
decades of deep commitment to the 
truth of the Gospel. Like Augustine’s 
Confessions, this memoir gives us a 
glimpse into his inner life in a spirit of 
humble amazement at the grace and 
mercy of God.”

// Mary Healy, biblical scholar and 
professor at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary

“A Life in the Spirit is a fascinating 
portrait of a faithful servant of Jesus 
Christ. Dr. Martin has lived a life guid-
ed by the Spirit and has done much to 
draw people into Christ’s redeeming 
love. I recommend this memorable 
and encouraging memoir!”

// Curtis Martin, founder & president
of the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students (FOCUS)

“Ralph Martin’s A Life in the Spirit 
stretches far beyond a memoir in its 
fascinating appeal. He captures so 
very well in his fast-paced account 
the turbulence of the post-Vatican 
period, the spiritual excitement of a 
deeper discovery of God in the char-
ismatic movement, and the riches of a 
contemplative spirituality influenced 
by the great Carmelite saints. He is 
a master teacher for our time, and 
this book is a wonderful entry into a 
greater knowledge of this prayerful 
man of God and his contribution to 
the Church in our day.”

// Fr. Donald Haggerty, author of 
Conversion: Spiritual Insights into an 
Essential Encounter with God

“Few have had the unique vantage 
point of Ralph Martin. He has wit-
nessed crisis, upheaval, and radical 
renewal in the life of the Church over 
many decades. He has worked beside 
some of the Church’s brightest lights. 
To understand his story is to under-
stand the powerful movement of the 
Holy Spirit in these times.”

// Scott Hahn, founder and president
of the St. Paul Center for Biblical 
Theology

“This fascinating memoir moved me 
to tears several times as Ralph wit-
nessed to the miraculous and divine 
power of the Holy Spirit at work in 
his life and the life of the Church. 
His personal stories not only model 
faithfulness to Jesus and the procla-
mation of truth but are an inspiration 
to open one’s own heart to the power 
of the Holy Spirit and abandonment 
to divine providence.”

// Heather Khym, author and co-
host of the Abiding Together podcast

USERS
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The Truth About Vatican II
& The Charismatic Renewal

Ralph Martin (RM), Dr. Mary Healy (MH), 
Peter Herbeck (PH), and Pete Burak 
(PB) recently discussed Vatican II, the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR), 
and growing attacks on both. 
The condensed talk is below; the full dis-
cussion can be viewed at bit.ly/V2CCR.

The Importance of Discernment 
MH: Saying recent popes are anti-popes 
or Vatican II was a false council is 
outside of orthodox Catholicism. Our 
contemporary situation requires that 
we be very discerning; pay attention 
to those speaking in communion with 
the Church’s teachings, magisterium, 
Tradition, and Scripture; and not im-
bibe things from people outside of the 
teaching of the Catholic Church. 

The Church Before Vatican II 

RM: Pre-Vatican II, there was a desire 
for Catholics to take God’s Word more 
seriously and for laity to be more in-
volved in the Church’s mission. Lay 
movements were starting. There was a 
call for liturgical reform to help people 
actively participate in the Mass. Pope 
John XXIII called for an ecumenical 
council to surface the good things hap-
pening and equip us for the challenges 
ahead. 

PH: In 1958, Fr. Ratzinger said most Eu-
ropean Catholics, even those receiving 

the sacraments, were thinking like the 
world. A renewal was needed. 

MH: Lay people were often viewed as 
second class citizens in the Church. The 
universal call to holiness, calling even 
ordinary lay people to the heights of 
sanctity, wasn't widely recognized. The 
universal call to evangelization—call-
ing the laity to proclaim Christ—also 
was largely unknown. 

RM: There was no sense of lay people’s 
dignity due to their baptism and the 
fact that God dwells in them and 
they're participants in the Church’s 
mission. Vatican II addressed these 
serious problems. 

Post-Vatican II Decline 

RM: Post-Vatican II years were a disas-
ter. Most bishops didn't understand 
the significant changes that had been 

made. They relied on theological advi-
sors who said Vatican II was a good 
start but didn't go far enough. This 
engendered a spirit of, 

“What else can we change?” 

MH: If the Church had been as strong 
as people claimed, things couldn’t have 
collapsed so rapidly after the Council. 
The foundation was weak. Many young 
religious didn't have good theological 
footings or vital, personal relationships 
with Jesus. It's no wonder that after the 
Council, with the theological confusion, 
many people left the Church.

RM: The devil launched a counterat-
tack after Vatican II: rebellion against 
tradition and authority, “make love not 
war,” etc. This began the attack on the 
family—the Sexual Revolution. It was 
a perfect storm. 

PH: After two world wars, Europe was 
exhausted, discouraged, and had new 
philosophical ways of viewing reality. 
An aggressive scientism emerged that 
helped the enemy sweep people away 
from the Church. When the broader 
culture no longer reinforced identify-
ing with the Church, it was difficult to 
stand and be faithful. In my little home-
town, people just drifted away. They 
weren’t anchored by a depth of faith. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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MH: If Vatican II’s teaching had been 
deeply assimilated and implement-
ed, things would have been different. 
At Vatican II, the Church rediscovered 
the charismatic dimension as one 
of her constitutive elements, among 
many other beautiful things. Pope John 
Paul II spoke of the Council as an ex-
traordinary intervention of the Spirit. 

RM: People have been deceived into 
turning their concern about the disas-
ter after Vatican II into a cause against 
it, saying they can't trust the Church 
anymore or that we haven’t had real 
popes since John XXIII. The devil has 
filled people's minds and hearts with 
hatred, suspicion, and anger that 
blocks them from receiving renewal. 

What's an Ecumenical Council?

MH: At ecumenical councils, the world’s 
bishops teach formally in union with 
the pope. It is the highest level of mag-
isterial authority; Catholics cannot 
simply dismiss its teachings. Doctrine 
develops but never contradicts or 
completely revises what Christ handed 
down through the apostles. Rather, the 
Church enters a deeper understanding 
of an aspect of faith. Those with proper 
theological competence may critique 
aspects of the council's presentation 
but not deny its actual teachings. 

RM: There is a distinction between 
council teachings, Church teachings, 
and pastoral strategy. At Vatican II, 
there was a feeling of being alienated 
from culture and a desire to say, “We're 
not an enemy of the working person, 
science, or Protestants. We want to be 
friends.” Instead of inviting people to 
convert and repent, the Church took 
on a “servant of the world” mentality. 

PB: Do you need to believe Vatican II's 
legitimacy to be in union with Rome? 

RM: Correct. Bishop Athanasius Schnei-
der, one of Vatican II's biggest critics, 
wrote that Vatican II documents con-
tain only three ambiguous statements. 
He doesn't say they're wrong; he says 
they're ambiguous and need clarifica-
tion. Twenty years after the council, 
Pope John Paul II and Cardinal Ratz-
inger met with the world's bishops 
about interpreting Vatican II.  They 
decided that any ambiguity should be 
interpreted in harmony with Tradition. 

Extreme Vatican II critics use Prot-
estant principles of private interpre-
tation—setting themselves over the 
council and the pope. They're pon-
tificating from outside the Church. 

PH: Vatican II was the largest ecumeni-
cal council. The documents were voted 
on with more than ninety percent ap-
proval. The problem was in pastoral 
strategy and implementation. 

Vatican II Abuses 

RM: Terrible abuses and a drifting 
away from solid doctrine and morality 
occurred after Vatican II. The tempta-
tion is to return to a prior security 
instead of following the Holy Spirit. 
I periodically attend the Latin Mass, 
which communicates something of 
God’s holiness. Its reverential aspects 
positively affect the Novus Ordo, but 

the solution isn't going back to a pre-
reformed liturgy. It's going forward 
with faith, conversion, repentance, and 
evangelization. Some people say the 
right liturgy and receiving communion 
on the tongue can solve everything. But 
that’s not true. 

MH: External signs can deepen our 
reverence at Mass. Yet there’s danger 
in focusing too much on externals. 
Even Jesus rails against those who 
overemphasize the length of their tas-
sels. Externals are poor substitutes for 
conversion of heart from a personal 
encounter with the living Jesus. 

PH: After the council, crazy things 
happened, but with John Paul II, much 
went underground. Then, with Pope 
Francis, confused things began coming 
from Rome. The Lord's saying, “What 
are you leaning on? I'm here, I'm the 
rock. Trust in my Word, the catechism, 
the saints, and the magisterium.” 

PB: There is a genuine desire to wor-
ship, love, and serve the Lord. These 
battles weaken our position with the 
real enemy. As Paul says, 

“We are not contending against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against the powers, against the world 

rulers of this present darkness.” 
(Eph 6:12)

Beginnings of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal (CCR)

RM: Pope John XXIII prayed,

“Lord, renew your wonders in our day 
as by a new Pentecost.” 

He said we have a desperate need for 
the Holy Spirit, a glance that's prophet-
ic, and something that communicates 
the Lord’s reality. 

MH: Some claim the beginning of the 
CCR was Protestant, but the Church 
was born with the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Over time, 
that understanding of its apostolic 
heritage was lost. However, a dy-
namism of the Holy Spirit exists in 
other radically converted Christian 
traditions—and they reminded us 
of our apostolic heritage. The DNA 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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of today’s Church is the DNA of the 
Church in the Acts of the Apostles, 
with signs, wonders, forgiveness 
of sins, love of the Father, praise of 
God, the gift of tongues, and other 
charisms of the Holy Spirit. This 
work of God has returned to promi-
nence today; it's not an aberration. 

RM: Some Duquesne University profes-
sors read The Cross and the Switchblade 
about a New York City pastor who 
couldn’t make a dent in the gang cul-
ture until he prayed, and God filled him 
with the Holy Spirit. Then, he preached 
with more power and prayed with 
people who were delivered from drug 
addiction and demonic oppression. 
After reading the book, the Duquesne 
professors wanted more. They found 
an ecumenical prayer group and were 
prayed with for a greater release of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives. 

Those professors held a retreat for stu-
dents to renew the Sacrament of Con-
firmation. In preparation, the students 
read the Acts of the Apostles. During the 
retreat, the students encountered God’s 
holiness. They prostrated themselves 
and manifested spiritual gifts. When 
the professors told Bishop John Wright, 
who later became a cardinal, he trusted 
them to guide the students. In 1969, 
Bishop Alexander Zaleski released the 
first official statement recognizing the 
movement’s potential. From the begin-
ning, there was an intention that this 
be developed in the very sound heart 
of the Catholic Church. 

Is the CCR Truly Catholic? 

PH: The CCR has the popes’ attention, 
clarity from bishops, and serious docu-
ments. The office for the CCR is in the 
Vatican, doctrinal committees and the 
Council for the Laity are discerning 
it, and there's magisterial guidance. 
A Catholic movement is authentic 
when it's discerned by the magiste-
rium—which has been extremely 
clear about this. St. John XXIII, St. 
John Paul II, St. Paul VI, Pope Benedict 
XVI, and other bishops and theolo-
gians also have deeply discerned this. 

RM: Local levels of the renewal may be 
solid or not and still need discernment. 

MH: The grace of baptism in the Spirit 
usually leads to a deeper life in the 
Spirit and an understanding of the 
call to holiness. It often comes at the 
beginning of a serious walk with 
Christ. It’s not a reward for climbing 
the mountain of holiness. Many im-
mature people get filled with the Holy 
Spirit and overwhelmed by God’s love. 
If their character is not fully mature, 
they exhibit immature tendencies that 
hurt, confuse, and scandalize people. 
There's a need for pastoral oversight 
and discernment, just as St. Paul gave 
the church in Corinth and elsewhere. 

PH: I was shocked when Bishop Atha-
nasius Schneider wrote that only a few 
bishops have approved the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal. Throughout 
hundreds of international missions, 
we've encountered bishops, archbish-
ops, cardinals, priests, and religious 
sisters engaged with the Charismatic 
Renewal—and most want to be rightly 
related to their bishop and the Church. 

What is a Charismatic Catholic? 

PB: Let’s distinguish between the 
normative charismatic life and the 
renewal movement as an organization. 
To celebrate the Church's birth on Pen-
tecost is to be Catholic. The Sacrament 
of Confirmation perpetuates that grace. 

Then, there's the Charismatic Renew-
al—a distinctive thing God has done, 
validated by the popes and bishops.  

MH: Not everyone is called to the CCR. 
It's one movement the Church recog-
nizes. It has been part of the Church 
from the beginning, as affirmed by 
Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI. Not everybody is called to like 
praise and worship music, go to prayer 
meetings, or have a charismatic spiri-
tuality, but all are called to be alive in 
the Holy Spirit, knowing the Father's 
love in a deeply personal way. The 
charismatic renewal has brought many 
things into the Church's consciousness, 
like praise and worship music, talking 
about hearing from God in prayer, 
charisms, and healing masses.

PH: Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa 
said, 

“The charismatic renewal was born to 
help renew the whole Church.” 

Pope Paul VI said, 

“It's an opportunity for the Church.”

For ourselves and others, it's pro-
duced a relationship with the Holy 
Spirit, with God's Word coming alive, 
passion for the sacraments, charisms, 
deeper personal prayer, and a desire 
for mission and evangelization.

RM: About 160 million Catholics can 
testify that the CCR radically changed 
their lives for the better. There are liv-
ing witnesses to this across the world.

Understanding
‘Baptism in the Holy Spirit’ 

MH: John the Baptist said, 

“I baptize you with water; but he who 
is mightier than I is coming . . . he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
(Lk 3:15-16) 

Baptism wasn’t yet a sacrament. “Bap-
tize” meant “immerse,” so he was 
saying, “You are going to be immersed 
into God’s Spirit and power, the love 
between the Father and the Son.” Pen-
tecost fulfilled that promise, and when 
people asked what to do, Peter said:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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“Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
(Acts 2:38)

Baptism, and later, confirmation, con-
vey that same grace of the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. These sacraments 
should conform us to Christ, divinize 
us, and raise us from the dead so we 
can share in God’s glory. Realistically, 
this often doesn't happen at the specific 
moment of baptism or confirmation, 
because the person interiorly resists 
or lacks the proper disposition of faith. 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not a new 
sacrament; it helps bring alive grace 
given through baptism and confirma-
tion. This enables people to truly come 
to know the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
and live radically as disciples of Christ. 

RM: St. Thomas Aquinas said there can 
be validly conferred sacraments that 
aren’t fruitful due to obstacles. The CCR 
helps people remove those obstacles—
like sin, ignorance, fear, etc.—and em-
brace the gifts received in baptism and 
confirmation. When converts came 
into the Church, the apostles wanted 
to make sure they received the full-
ness of faith. In Acts 8, Samaritans are 
baptized, but the Holy Spirit doesn’t 
fall on them until Peter and John pray 
with them. There's a certain visibility to 
Pentecost. In Acts 10, the Lord tells Pe-
ter to go into the household of a Gentile 
called Cornelius. While Peter preaches 
to Cornelius, the Spirit falls like it did 
at Pentecost, and Peter baptizes those 
present. Peter explains, 

"The Holy Spirit fell on them just as 
on us at the beginning. And I remem-
bered the word of the Lord, how he 
said, 'John baptized with water, but 
you shall be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.' If then God gave the same gift 
to them as he gave to us when we 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could withstand God?" 

(Acts 11:15-17) 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

The apostles didn’t fully believe 
before Pentecost. Even at the Ascen-
sion, they didn’t understand why the 
Lord was leaving or why they hadn’t 
overthrown the Romans. They ran 
away during the crucifixion and kept 
the doors locked after the Resurrec-
tion. They needed Pentecost to un-
derstand with a depth of conviction, 
overcome their fears, and boldly 
proclaim the Gospel. 

PH: Catholics are baptized in the Holy 
Spirit at baptism. But as Pope Paul VI 
said, there usually are spiritual gifts 
that have not been awakened, under-
stood, or cooperated with. This grace 
awakens those realities and brings us 
into a deeper living relationship with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

We are facing the rise of an aggressive, 
pagan culture that makes it difficult to 
live as disciples and be animated by 
the Holy Spirit. Baptism in the Spirit 
gives us grace and strength amid the 
collapse around us.  

Emotions vs. Emotionalism 

MH: One accusation against the CCR, 
sometimes rightly so, regards emotion-
alism. We must distinguish between 
emotionalism—an artificial attempt 
to stir up emotions—and authentic 
emotion. However, emotions haven’t 
historically been absent in Christian 
life, liturgy, and prayer. Augustine wept 
at hearing religious music. Aquinas 
discussed a torrent of grace causing 
delight in the soul. God made us with 
emotions—but emotions shouldn’t 
lead us. Reason should guide our hu-
man complexity. Nevertheless, Aqui-
nas says that when acts of virtue are 
accompanied by passion or emotion, 
they are more perfect acts. Christian-
ity is not stoicism. Of course, emotions 
must be rightly ordered. And people 
with deep emotional wounds—practi-
cally everybody today—need healing. 
Very often, the Lord does that through 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

In today’s disordered culture, we can 
show all the emotion we want at foot-
ball games or movie theaters but not 
at church. How can we be emotionally 
neutral when God’s beloved Son has 
died for us so we can share in his divine 
life? The Psalms exhort us to worship 
God with emotion, cry out with songs 
of joy, and clap our hands. It’s in the 
Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters.  

PH: The Bible shares many ways to 
express the love of God: rejoicing, 
dancing, singing. Some people think 
that’s shallow and emotional—that the 
only proper disposition before God is 
to be solemn. Solemnity and silence 
are important to the spiritual journey. 
But the Christian life is the full human 
experience. Jesus was Jewish, and 
Jewish people loved to dance. David 
danced and celebrated. It's part of the 
whole picture; we shouldn’t try to fit 
holy people into a little box. The CCR 

“
We are facing the rise of an 
aggressive, pagan culture 

that makes it difficult to live 
as disciples and be animated 
by the Holy Spirit. Baptism in 
the Spirit gives us a grace and 

strength amid the collapse 
around us. 



helped awaken the idea of letting the 
heart sing, declaring God’s praises and 
magnifying the Lord. 

RM: The Church's current approach to 
emotion is impoverished, with over-in-
tellectualism and suspicion of emotion. 
Jesus wept, got angry, and rejoiced. 

MH: Even St. Paul desired that men lift 
holy hands in prayer (1 Tm 2:8). 

RM: Some of my deepest 
moments of prayer have 
been in silence, but some 
have been in fervent char-
ismatic worship with an 
intense connection to the 
Lord. You can experience 
profound, deep worship 
like in the Psalms. 

Sometimes when people 
are focused on the Lord, 
they experience a bodi-
ly response like shaking. 
Some people get fascinated 
with that and try to repro-
duce it, and there can be 
peer pressure to have similar experi-
ences. There are abuses, exaggerations, 
and bad leadership. But there also are 
genuine bodily responses to a true ac-
tion of God.

MH: At Pentecost, people thought the 
apostles were drunk. They displayed 
outward signs of a deeper reality. I 
know countless testimonies of people 
bowled over by the Lord, sometimes 
literally falling in the Spirit, but then 
getting up a different person, radically 
committed to the Lord, having experi-
enced his love and being healed of deep 
personal wounds. They serve and give 
of themselves in a more profound way. 

The Gift of Tongues 

RM: We see three different kinds of 
speaking in tongues on Pentecost. First, 
people hear the apostles speaking in 
myriad languages, which may be a 
miracle of speaking or of hearing. For 
instance, St. Vincent Ferrer only knew 
his native language, but people heard 
him speaking in their own languages. 
Second is a ministry gift, where some-
body speaks something that they don't 

understand at a prayer assembly and 
somebody else interprets it. And third 
is the gift most often discussed, when 
a person prays in tongues, speaking 
mysteries to God without understand-
ing what’s being said. 

“We do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes 
for us with sighs too deep for words.” 

(Rom 8:26)

The Spirit moves in sounds 
we don't understand to 
allow us to connect with 
the Lord in a particular 
way. It’s not necessary to 
pray in tongues. But the 
act of surrender involved 
in yielding to speaking in 
tongues can bring about 
a further yielding that 
becomes part of a way 
of life. 

MH: If praying in tongues 
opens you to the demonic, 
why would St. Paul say, 

“I thank God that I speak in tongues.” 
(1 Cor 14:18)

Why would the catechism list it as 
a charism of the Holy Spirit (2003)? 
Jesus said,

“What father among you, if his son 
asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 

give him a serpent.”
(Lk 11:11)

When people are praying and it moves 
into this vocalization led by the Holy 
Spirit, they should not be afraid that 
the Lord will let the enemy enter them. 
Making people afraid in that way is 
from the enemy, who enters people’s 
lives through practice of the occult, se-
rious sin, and repeated unrepented sin.  

PB: Jesus says to judge a tree by its 
fruits. Some attacks against the CCR are 
myopic, drawing massive conclusions 
from singular instances. They’re not 
looking at Church teachings through 
the magisterium, the popes, and the 
lived experience of joy, peace, hope, 
and evangelization—all the things the 
Church is supposed to be. 

Comments
from those who were 

strengthened by our video
on the charismatic 

renewal and Vatican II.

“

“

“

“
This was so needed. I was 
conflicted, and there was 
much confusion. Now that 
I have more information, I 
understand it much better.

This video inspired me. Each 
panelist renewed my spirit.

Thank you for this wonderful 
video. I wish all priests would 
take time to listen to it. I have 
sent it to a number of friends. 
May God bless you all.

Great podcast. The Church 
needs help understanding! So 
do priests. We must have the 
Holy Spirit and renewal in this 
dark time.

Your apologetics were spot on! 
It was a Spirit-filled discussion 
that heartened me. Thank 
you for your witness, joy, and 
steadfast following of the 
magisterium!

I’m a practicing Catholic and 
have been beyond blessed 
to be part of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal! I 
have met some of the most 
beautiful Catholics who truly 
practice what they preach and 
take the faith seriously.

“

“
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🗩...
"Some of my 
deepest moments 
of prayer have 
been in silence, 
but some have 
been in fervent 
charismatic 
worship with an 
intense connection 
to the Lord. You 
can experience 
profound, deep 
worship like in 
the Psalms."



‣ For families, that they may draw closer to the Lord 
and each other. That the Lord inspires and strength-
ens each family member to love sacrificially and with 
a joy that comes only from his own heart. 

‣ For the leaders of our nations, that the Lord would 
soften their hearts to better receive and follow Him, 
and that they may help others to do so as well.

‣ For the prayer intentions of all our supporters 
and their family members, especially as they face 
the challenges of illness and economic uncertainty.

PLEASE 
PRAY
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STAY CONNECTED WITH US:

Detroit, MI 
STL Courses at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary* 
July 29-August 9 
Ralph Martin 

Jackson, MI 
Pine Hills Girls Camp* 
August 4-10 
Debbie Herbeck, Rachel Herbeck, and the 
BLR Team 

Brno, Czech Republic 
Credo Foundation Retreat 
August 9-11 
Dr. Mary Healy 
Details: credonf.cz/o-nadacnim-fondu 

Oklahoma City, OK 
Discipleship Conference 
Pete Burak 
August 10 
Details: okdisciple.org 

Spain 
Discipleship Conference* 
August 13-18 
Pete Burak 

Casper, WY 
Wyoming Catholic Men’s Conference 
August 17 
Peter Herbeck 
Details: wyomingcatholicmen.com 

St. Louis, MO 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
Evangelization Conference* 
August 19-20 
Dr. Mary Healy 

Cleveland, OH 
Legatus* 
August 21 
Dr. Mary Healy 

EVENTS

Ave Maria, FL 
Ave Maria University Freshman 
Orientation* 
August 22-25 
Pete Burak 

Syracuse, NY 
Diocesan Day of Renewal 
August 24 
Dr. Mary Healy 
Details: bit.ly/syracuserenewal 

Charlotte, NC 
Diocese of Charlotte Eucharistic 
Congress 
August 30-31 
Pete Burak 
Details: goeucharist.com  
* Not open to the public.

The Choices We Face is the longest-
running Catholic television program in the 
world! Each episode explores an important 
topic concerning the faith. Watch these and 
other episodes on our website at:

www.renewalministries.net/
the-choices-we-face

AUGUST GUESTS & TOPICS:
Living Faith (08/04/24)
// Ikenna Njoku (on left in above photo)

Consider Your Death  (08/11/24)
// Ralph Martin & Peter Herbeck

Made for Worship (08/18/24)
// Molly McCartney

Empowered by the Word (08/25/24)
// Peter Herbeck

THE CHOICES

AUGUST 2024  View complete event list at renewalministries.net/events.

To donate, scan the
QR code or visit:
renewalministries.net/donate

MAKE AN IMPACT 
FOR ETERNITY!


